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Norfolk HERicanes announce 

$50,000 Ontario Trillium Foundation grant 

Waterford, ON – The Norfolk Girls Hockey Association, commonly known as the HERicanes, extends its 
thanks and appreciation to the Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF) for a $50,000 Community Building 
Fund Operating Grant received prior to its 2021-22 season. The grant was awarded in September, 2021, 
to offset ice rental expenses at Norfolk Arenas for 75 players on eight all-female hockey teams, 
including U13, U15, and U18 rep and house league teams, and a Senior C team. 

“I am so pleased to see Trillium supporting the Norfolk Girls Hockey Association as they have had a 
huge impact on sport in the area for young girls," said Bobby-Ann Brady, MPP for Haldimand-Norfolk. 
"The association has been visible in the community for many years, participating in events and activities 
outside the arena.  I know too well the impact the pandemic has had on organizations such as NGHA. I 
hope this grant will help the girls back on the ice and enjoying Canada’s game to its fullest.”

The Government of Ontario created the Community Building Fund to support Ontario’s COVID-19 
recovery. The fund, which is administered by OTF, provides support for non-profits and Indigenous 
communities in the community arts and culture, heritage, tourism, sport and recreation sectors to help 
sustain their operations and create new attractions, experiences and events. The HERicanes were 
eligible for the funding due to a 40% decline in fundraising and revenue due to COVID-19 restrictions.   

HERicane teams compete in the Ontario Womens Hockey League-Southern Division and Greater 
Hamilton Girls Hockey League. Successes during the 2021-22 season included a silver medal for the 
U15B team at the London Devilettes Tournament in February; first place finish for the U13 house 
league team at the 40th Annual Walter Gretzky Girls Hockey Tournament in Brantford, also in February; 
and a gold medal at the Senior C Ontario Women’s Hockey Association Provincial Championship. 

“The support the HERicanes received from the Ontario Trillium Foundation made it possible for the 
Norfolk Girls Hockey Association to continue operating and competing through COVID,” said 
Association President Bernie Gillis. “On behalf of the organization, I say thank you to the OTF for its 
investment in minor sports.”    The HERicanes would also like to extend a thank you to Adam Veri who 
was instrumental in us being awarded the OTF Grant. 

Registration for the 2022-23 HERicanes season in now open. For more information about the Norfolk 
Girls Minor Hockey Association visit norfolkhericanes.com. 

About Ontario Trillium Foundation
The Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF) mission is to build healthy and vibrant communities across 
Ontario. As an agency of the Government of Ontario, and one of Canada’s leading granting foundations, 
last year, OTF invested nearly $209M into 2,042 community projects and partnerships, which included 
funding for the Government of Ontario’s Community Building Fund. Since 2020, OTF has supported 
Ontario’s economic recovery by helping non-profit organizations rebuild and recover from the impacts 
of COVID-19. Visit otf.ca to learn more.


